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• Be an effective unified voice to champion the Tees 
Valley’s environment.

• Provide a strategic framework for local 
environmental delivery.

• Influence local plans, strategies and policies to 
integrate the delivery of environmental benefits 
and services alongside economic and social 
benefits. (In particular, through working closely with local authorities, 
Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) and Health and Wellbeing Boards)

What are Local Nature Partnerships?
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More Nature for More People in Tees Valley
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The Why…
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https://teesvalleynaturepartnership.org.uk/themes-3/theme-3-
natural-health-and-well-being-2/

https://teesvalleynaturepartnership.org.uk/themes-3/theme-3-natural-health-and-well-being-2/
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PMs announcement today!
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https://nbn.org.uk/
stateofnature2019/

State of 
Nature 

Report 2019

https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019/
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Climate change 
is getting worse but it is 
no worse than we 
predicted’
Committee on Climate 
Change May 2020

https://www.thecc
c.org.uk/

https://www.theccc.org.uk/
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https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
USA examples here 
apply in the UK too…

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
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https://www.climaterealityproject.org/

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
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We are facing multiple ‘crises’
– Climate emergency
– Mass extinction & biodiversity collapse
– Obesity & inactivity ‘epidemic’ 
– Economic catastrophe
– Mental health plight across the whole life course
… Not to mention a global pandemic!
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To heal ourselves and the earth we need to heal our relationship with nature –
like any relationship this means spending quality time together!
Rachel Murtagh
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Mounting evidence…
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Visits to the 
natural 
environment
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Green spaces close to home
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• ‘evidence that improvement to air quality, prioritisation of neighbourhood tree planting, 
and  provision of open and green spaces, was associated with increased physical activity, 
increased environmental cooling, and improved general physical health outcomes’

• ‘provision of infrastructure to support walking and cycling …was associated with increased 
physical activity and improved social engagement among older adults.’ 

• ‘Even after accounting for other changes in individuals’ lives (such as income, employment 
and marital status), people reported higher life satisfaction and lower symptoms of anxiety 
and depression in those years when they lived in greener urban areas.’

People on low incomes are less likely to have access to green space

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/why-access-to-green-space-matters.aspx

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/729727/spatial_planning_for_health.pdf

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/why-access-to-green-space-matters.aspx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/729727/spatial_planning_for_health.pdf
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Equality of access to local green space

Ramblers Association 2020 report:  https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-
involved/campaign-with-us/why-access-to-green-space-matters.aspx

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/why-access-to-green-space-matters.aspx
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“...the physical aspect of doing things 
which are going to benefit future 
generations is really a great feeling, 
and so is the feeling I get when I take 
my grandchildren to nature reserves 
where they can see what I’ve done and 
enjoy it.”

Tees Valley Wildlife Trust 
‘Life Skills’ volunteer 2017

State of 
Nature 

Report 2019

https://nbn.org.uk/
stateofnature2019/

https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019/
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Why do planners need to work in partnership?

• Changing national policy & legislative environment:

– The UK Environment Bill – ‘innovative fund 
mechanisms’

– Biodiversity net gain

– Nature Recovery Strategies

– Growing public concern

– 25 Year Environment Plan –’ As we build more homes, 
preserving and creating green spaces in towns is more 
important than ever’

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-bill-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/biodiversity-net-gain-updating-planning-requirements
https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/08/14/natural-englands-chair-and-ceo-launch-local-nature-recovery-strategy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
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£1bn - total annual benefit

£38m

£372m £56m£264m

£3m

£5m £3m

£44m£74m

Preventing 370 hospital 

admissions, avoiding 1,200 life 
year’s lost 

Approx. 44,000 buildings receive 
noise mitigation 

135,000 people meet their 
physical activity guidelines, giving 

over 4,600 QALYs 

£9bn – total value of avoided 
healthcare costs (over 60 yrs)

Local Nature Partnership Case-study: Greater Manchester
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£30 million boost to help unlock land for new homes
New government funding will help kick-start the building of thousands of new homes 
by transforming surplus public sector land. The government is investing £360 million in 
Mayoral Combined Authority areas through its £400 million Brownfield Fund. This will 
deliver 26,000 new homes while protecting greenfield sites.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/30-million-boost-to-help-unlock-land-for-new-
homes

The government will invest £3.9 million in the first-of-its-kind project to set 
up an online ‘nitrate trading’ auction platform. Through this, housing 
developers will buy credits to create new habitats such as meadows, 
woodlands and wetlands - which will prevent harmful levels of nitrates from 
new housing from reaching the Solent’s rare wildlife and habitats. This will 
also provide more outside spaces as part of government ambitions for a 
green, nature-based recovery from coronavirus.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wildlife-protection-plan-to-unlock-
hampshire-housebuilding

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/30-million-boost-to-help-unlock-land-for-new-homes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wildlife-protection-plan-to-unlock-hampshire-housebuilding
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