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European Landscape Convention (ELC) 

definition of landscape: 

“An area, as perceived by people, whose 

character is the result of the action and 

interaction of natural and/or human 

factors”



To support schemes 

led by partnerships 

which aim to conserve 

areas of distinctive 

landscape character

The programme is 

acknowledged as a 

significant funding stream 

for delivering the 

aspirations of the European 

Landscape Convention in 

the UK

It is widely agreed that 

nature conservation needs 

to be addressed at a 

landscape scale



Heritage Sector: Amount awarded 

(millions)

number of 

projects

Community heritage 1.62 97 

Historic buildings and 

monuments

98.81 312 

Industrial maritime and transport 33.71 113 

Intangible heritage 13.93 1,233 

Land and biodiversity 109.24 200 

Museums libraries archives and 

collections

84.76 293 

Total 342.06 2,248 



By the end of October 2016 

Landscape Partnerships will 

have funded 100 schemes 

across the UK at a value of 

c.£200m to date

LP’s cover 13% of the UK

We have funded 10 projects 

in the North East

Awarding just under £21m

Attracting at least £16m 

partnership funding



Landscape Partnerships in the North East 

– a success story!

UK North East

Total Amount £200m £21m

No of projects 100 10

Success rate 56% 67%

Per capita all 

awards
£2.26 £5.99



Title Applicant Award Area Status

Mineral Valleys Natural England £2.9M 890km2 Complete

Living North Pennines NPAONB £1.9M 540km2 Complete

Limestone Landscapes Durham CC £2M 207km2 Complete

Heart of Teesdale Barnard Castle 

Vision

£1.9M 139km2 Finishing

Peregrini Lindisfarne Northumberland

Coast AONB

£1.9M 115km2 Delivery

River Tees rediscovered Groundwork NE £2M 120km2 Delivery

Allen Valleys Heritage NPAONB £1.8M 202km2 Delivery

Land of Oak and Iron Groundwork NE £2.4M 165km2 Delivery

Brightwater Durham Wildlife 

Trust 

£2.8M 199km2 Development

Revitalising Redesdale Natural England £1.8M 347km2 Development



Landscape Partnerships 

Key Facts

Annual budget of £20m

Grants from £100k to £3m

Recommended area size 20km2 to 
200km2 

Focused on a defined landscape 
character area

Delivered in partnership 
representing national, regional and 
local interests

Overall scheme composed of many 
projects responding to the needs of 
the landscape



Nine Landscape Partnerships Outcomes:

Applicants must show how they will achieve all nine outcomes… 

Heritage will be:

• better managed

• in better condition

• identified/recorded

Communities will be:

• the local area/community will be a better place to work, 

live or visit;

• environmental impacts will be reduced;

• more people and a wider range of people will have 

engaged with heritage.  

People will have: 

• developed skills

• volunteered time

• learnt about heritage 



Mineral Valleys

“What is exciting about this project is that it celebrates the past and guarantees the 

future of our cultural and natural heritage.  Together we can make a real difference to 

the quality of life in West Durham”.  Tony Laws Natural England



Living North Pennines

"This is excellent news for the life, landscape and 

communities of the North Pennines." AONB Officer Chris Woodley-Stewart 



Limestone Landscapes

“The three year programme will ensure we can 

teach the next generation how they can pay their 

part in ensuring its here for generations to come.”
Councillor, Eddie Tomlinson



Heart of Teesdale
“Through the regeneration project which is planned, the Tees Vale’s spectacular 

scenery will once again become a showcase for our whole county, helping to attract 

ever greater numbers of tourists and visitors to the region in the years ahead” Neil Foster 

DCC



Peregrini Lindisfarne

“The project will be good for Holy Island and the surrounding shore side areas as 

well as much of the wider community of Northumberland.” Dr Chris Burgess



River Tees Rediscovered

Our vision is to reconnect the people of the Tees with their river through telling 

the engaging story of the River Tees as a natural feature that has moulded the 

physical and cultural development of the landscape and communities through 

which it runs. Landscape Partnership Team



Land of Oak and Iron



Allen Valleys

This wide-ranging project will enhance the environment and the visitor 

economy of the area and will help ensure that the landscape of this part of 

the AONB remains a beautiful, natural and economically vibrant and 

sustainable place to live, visit and make a living.” Chris Woodley-Stewart



Points to think about:

Landscape Character

Map threats 

Useful partnerships

Development process

Competitive process



Good farming image…
HLF grant programmes:

Heritage Grants £100k+

Our Heritage £10-100k

Young Roots £10-50k

Sharing Heritage £3-10k

Resilient Heritage 

£3k - £250k

Talk to us about your 

priorities



Top tip…Please speak to the North East team 

-not a direct quote



Any Questions?


