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Introduction

Å The ClowBeck Eco Farm is a diverse 100 acre biodynamic holding 
framed by the River Tees and the ClowBeck river, in beautiful  
rolling North Yorkshire Country side on the edge of Darlington. It 
comprises 70 acres of grassland, 20 acres of woodland, 6 acres of 
horticulture and gardens.

ÅWe have around 120 laying hens, 10 sheep, 2 goats, 3 sows, 2 
ponies, and 2 donkeys. We run a veg box scheme delivering to 
Darlington and the surrounding local villages,  we have a veg stall at 
the ClervauxArtisan café and bakery, we supply our residential care 
houses and also supply some other local organic shops and veg box 
schemes.

Å The ClervauxTrust works with a diverse client group from young 
adults with challenging behaviour as well as adults with learning 
disabilities in the practical, educational  and therapeutic fields. It is 
part of the Ruskin Mill Trust.



Introduction continued

ÅWe give those with behavioural disorders (includes 
people with autism, ADHD and attachment disorders) 
the support they need to lead meaningful lives and 
achieve their potential. We do this by providing a wide 
range of farming and craft activities (e.g. growing 
organic fruit and vegetables, looking after livestock, 
green woodwork, pottery, textiles, blacksmithing, 
woodland management, catering and baking). 
ÅWe aim to give people the skills, self-esteem and 

confidence to pursue careers, find training 
opportunities and set up enterprises to contribute and 
ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ



Organic Farming

ÅOn our 100 acre farm we have a range of livestock that 
are all cared for to very high organic and 
biodynamicallycertified animal welfare standards. The 
livestock produce multiple benefits from wool, meat 
and eggs as well as most importantly providing 
educational and therapeutic opportunities for our 
students to engage in and form relationships with. The 
educational curriculum that is based on the seed to 
table methodology which extends through all aspects 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
café and bakery and also the residential support 
houses. 



Organic Framing continued

ÅOrganic & biodynamic agriculture creates many 
ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΩ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǝƻ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 
unacknowledged but create (as opposed to the 
ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŎƻǎǘǎΩ ƻŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
agriculture) real but unpaid wealth in terms of 
landscape maintenance, biodiversity 
preservation, numerous vocational, educational 
and recreational land uses and nature access etc., 
not to mention the synergetic gains in the 
conscious creation and maintenance of 
interconnectivity between the kingdoms of 
nature, humans, and the elemental world. 





































Local Food

ÅThe ClervauxArtisan Cafe and Bakery social 
enterprise provides the context for the seed to 
table curriculum so that local, seasonal, 
organic and biodynamic produce can be 
transformed through the help of the students 
for the public along with the offer of 
wholesome organic bread freshly baked on a 
daily basis and the tastiest organic and 
biodynamic vegetables, eggs and preserves in 
Darlington.



Local Food continued

ÅIn the last few years there has been a real desire 
by people to know where their food comes from, 
coupled with the growth of small artisan 
producers who are aware of where their 
ingredients come from which creates strong links 
between the consumer and the producer. 

ÅThis dialogue between the producer and the 
customer is incredibly important if there is to be 
any local food enterprises that can develop and 
also more importantly for them to be sustained. 



Local Food continued

ÅThe farms of the future have to be supported by the 
local community and also support their local 
community through cooperation and networking. 
Much as it was in the past and still is in many less 
developed agricultural nations. 

ÅMechanisation and intensification have led to larger 
and larger farms where lone working is the norm and 
no member of the community, let alone the public gets 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
those farms. Consequently, the large intensive farm no 
longer provides a cultural, social or educational role.










