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 News update 17 April 2013
Successful round 1  Heritage Lottery Fund Heritage Grants Round one application for The Tees Valley Wild Green Spaces Project  
Summary

This project (formerly called Tees Valley Green Start) has been awarded a first round pass from the Heritage Lottery Fund, with a development grant of £11,200 in and approval of a development phase for preparation of a stage 2 application of £480,000 in early 2014 for a five year project . 

Background 

The TVNP has adopted the development of a community based biodiversity project “ Tees Valley’s Wild Green Places” from the Tees Valley Biodiversity Partnership (TVBP).  A round one application for a heritage grant was developed by Susan Antrobus, in conjunction with the Tees Wildlife Trust the five Tees Valley local authorities, and two FE colleges. 
Tees Valley Wild Green Spaces Project  

The objective is to increase appreciation and understanding of the natural heritage of public open spaces in the Tees Valley and increase the skills of local people to record and care for this heritage. This will be achieved by involving a wide range of community and youth groups in making small scale sustainable biodiversity conservation projects on a wide selection of public green spaces throughout the Tees Valley through volunteer programmes of practical biodiversity recording and practical conservation work. There will be opportunities to engage new audiences to enjoy, learn and care for their local biodiversity through tailored programmes of walks, family fun days, wildlife surveys, and conservation taster events.  

The five year project will increase the natural environment skills base in the Tees Valley through local volunteers and young people gaining training in biodiversity identification and recording and nature conservation management. Young people will gain work based experience that will enable them to gain nationally recognised qualifications. 

The project has four key objectives: 

1. To record, monitor and enhance the natural heritage of a wide range of public open spaces 

2. To increase appreciation and understanding of the natural heritage of public green spaces  

3. To involve a wide range of local people in the planning and delivery care of the natural heritage  public green spaces 

4. To Increase skills in community volunteers and young people in the recording and management of the natural heritage in the Tees Valley.

The legacy of the project will be the increased biodiversity knowledge, skills and confidence within local communities to deliver long term development and care of wildlife in green spaces in partnership with local authorities and Tees Valley Nature Partnership members. 

Relationship with other HLF natural environment projects in development

In the Tees Valley there are currently three natural environment themed projects that are being developed by partnerships within the TVNP. These are

· River Tees rediscovered

Lead partner- Groundwork NE

· Tees Valley Wild Green Places 
Lead partner- Tees Valley Wildlife Trust 

· North Tees Goes Wild


Lead partner- RSPB

These projects have the scope for making available significant resources for a wide range of people to participate in environmental projects, bringing a range of social and educational benefits as well as improving the quality and accessibility of the Tees Valley’s natural environment. The TVNP is able to play a valuable role in providing a forum where  TVNP member organisations can develop project ideas and grant applications, with input from other TVNP partners, which help to strengthen project plans as well as well as ensuring  compatibility between projects and avoiding  any duplication or overlap.

River Tees Rediscovered Landscape Partnership
This is a Groundwork North East led  Landscape partnership which has secured in July 2012, a HLF earmarked first-round pass of £1,990,000, including £99,500 of development funding, through its Landscape Partnership (LP) programme. Partner organisations comprise seven local authorities, Friends of Tees Heritage Park, Tees Archaeology, Local Access Forums, Tees Valley Rural Community Council, Natural England, Northumbrian Water, the Environment Agency, Canal & River Trust, RSPB, Tees Valley Wildlife Trust and Tees Rivers Trust. 
The second stage application is due for submission in February 2014 and if successful the five year scheme will cover 120 square kilometres of the River Tees corridor. It will embrace sites including Saltholme Wildlife and Discovery Park within the North Tees Natural Network, Tees Barrage as a gateway to the Tees Heritage Park, which will be enhanced and strengthened by the project – then upstream to an increasingly rural offering at Piercebridge, near Darlington, all linked together through the Teesdale Way. 
The partnership’s goal of bringing back into focus the river’s unique characteristics as well as celebrating its history and helping rekindle a sense of pride in the river, its history and surrounding communities. The project’s aims are to;
• Forge a stronger connection between people and the river
• Strengthen communities
• Help people develop new skills
• Enhance the river environment for residents and visitors to enjoy today and in the future.

The Project’s Development Manager (Anne- Louise Orange, Groundwork NE ) is a member who sits on the TVNP Management  Group and the Landscape Partnership involves many of the members of the  TVNP in the development and delivery of the various projects that make up the initiative. 
North Tees Goes Wild 
North Tees Goes Wild is an RSPB led project focussing on providing families and young people with opportunities to experience and learn about the natural environment of the North Tees area.  After submitting a successful expression of interest RSPB has been invited to submit an application to HLF for a stage 1 Heritage Grant. This is due for submission by the end of May 2013. Project partners include Teesmouth Field Centre, Natural England, Stockton and Hartlepool Borough Councils and the Tees Valley Wildlife Trust.   

 The North Tees Goes Wild Project delivery is complimentary to that of the Tees Valley Wild Green Spaces Project in that it will focus on formal and informal environmental education of school age young people and their families and will involve visits to nature reserves/country parks in the North Tees Area. The Green Spaces Project is focusing on community involvement and training and biodiversity improvements to green spaces in the Tees Valley area. The two projects are extremely complementary as the RSPB project will focus on engendering a love and respect of the natural environment amongst Teesside families and the Green Spaces project will allow them to take an active role in protecting their natural environment. The RSPB Regional Fundraising Officer and the TVNP Development Manager plan to continue to work together to maintain niche separation in the projects whilst looking for opportunities for the projects to supplement each other.
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